
Opera, the Great Dramatic Spectacle 

Music historian Jeffrey Engel has been hooked on opera ever since he   
attended his first one, Mozart's "Magic Flute," at the age of nine. This led  
to his taking every possible music class in secondary school and then  
majoring  in the subject in college. After graduation he studied art history  
and French language at the Sorbonne while playing cello professionally in 
Paris and all over France. 

Mr. Engel defines opera as a large-scale dramatic work that is similar to a 
play except that , instead of speaking, actors and actresses sing while  
accompanied by orchestra. The libretto or text is often based on a literary 
work, a historical event or personality. 

"Opera can be a great spectacle with performers flying across the stage, jumping  

into cauldrons of boiling oil or drowning in waves of lava. During the early 19th  

century audiences found some performances so realistic they feared for their lives!” 

~ Jeffrey Engel 

One composer Mr. Engel greatly admires is Louis-Hector Berlioz (b. 1803, France). Berlioz was an 
intellectual with a great imagination, and was instrumental in the art of conducting. Some of Berlioz’s 
original opera works were inspired by his own dramatic and bizarre life events.  

For the sixth year at Prosser Public Library, Jeffrey Engel will offer  
introductory lectures to each of the operas being performed during the 
Metropolitan Opera’s 2018-2019 season. His presentations are rich in 
detail about the historical background of the operas and lives of their 
composers, and include musical excerpts. For more info on the Opera 
Talks, visit www.prosserlibrary.info, or pick up a brochure in the library. 

On the Saturday following each library opera lecture, the Metropolitan 
Opera performance will be broadcast live at the AMC CLASSIC Bloomfield 8 movie theater.  

Jeffrey Engel 

Last year, Prosser Public Library began offering programs on select Sundays.  
Since its inception in early 2017, the Spotlight Sunday series has featured concerts,  
food tastings, solo play performances, historical perspectives, and more. Thus far,  
audiences have been delighted with the library’s expanded program offerings.  

Visit www.prosserlibrary.info, or pick up a flyer in the library, for upcoming Spotlight 
Sunday events, held once a month September—April. The 2018-2019 Spotlight 
Sunday series is sponsored by the Friends of the Bloomfield Public Libraries.  

Spotlight Sundays 
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How do I create a strong password and keep it safe and secure? 

A password is a private word, phrase, or string of  
characters which is used to authenticate a user when  
logging into an online account, often used in conjunction  
with a username.  

 Use strong passwords that include a combination of  
lower case letters, upper case letters, numbers, and  
special symbols (like !,@,#,$, or %), and are at least  
8 characters long. Do not use your birthdate, name,  
address, or username in the password itself. 

 Consider using a sentence as your password, even if you have to omit the spaces. For example, 

Aveng3r$aretheBest or Myc@tN0rmhasthehiccup$. 

 It is recommended that you use a different password for every account. Consider using a base 
password that is always the same, like Aveng3r$. Then, assign the base password a suffix based 
on the type of account with which it is associated, like Aveng3r$gmail for Gmail, or 
Aveng3r$amazon for Amazon, etc. This way, you can always remember your base  
password and know that you just need to add the name of the website/service to the end of it.  

 It is good practice to NOT write down your passwords. At least, never keep written passwords 
near your computer or in another obvious spot.  

 When entering a password online to login to a website, look for HTTPS in the website  
address, as well as the lock icon, which indicate a secure connection. 

 Do not divulge your password to anyone—in person, online, or over the phone.  

For more technology tutorials online, visit: www.prosserlibrary.info/online-resource/online-classes. 

Tech Tips 

In Bloom, Fall 2018 

Goodnight Moon is in Mommy’s Hair, or 

How the Library Saved Me from Nightly Toddler Meltdowns 

“At bedtime, when I realized our copy of Goodnight Moon was missing, I told my 
toddler it was in my head, since I have it memorized. He declared, “Mommy has 
Goodnight Moon in her hair!,”  and then looked for the book in my hair. He 
was very upset that he couldn’t find it! 

Miss Linda in the Prosser Children’s Department suggested that I check out the 
library’s copy of Goodnight Moon until we found our copy. So I did, and we had 
very peaceful bedtimes after that!”    - Allison W. 

The Bloomfield Libraries want to hear from you! Tell us about a time when the library really 
helped you out. Stop by one of our libraries to submit your story (in 1-4 sentences), or email us 

at bloomfieldpubliclibraries@gmail.com.  

Goodnight Moon  
by Margaret Wise Brown 
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