
DRAFT 
Prosser Public Library 

Library Board of Directors 

January 8, 2019 

 

Attendance: Roberta LaMonaca (Library Director), Joan Geetter (Chairperson), Beverlee Merritt (Vice-

Chairperson), Martha Brackeen-Harris (Secretary-Treasurer), Ava Biffer, Penny Pearson (Friends of the 

Library Representative) 

 

Absent: Harvey Frydman 

 

Quorum present? Yes, 5 of 6 

 

J. Geetter called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m. 

 

Roll Call – J. Geetter performed roll call and noted the absence of H. Frydman. 

 

Report from the Friends of the Library 

 

Large Donations – P. Pearson noted the generosity of many of the library supporters in town; this past 

year the Friends have received a handful of gifts of $1000 or more. 

 

Spring Planning – Planning for the spring luncheon and book sale have begun.  

 

Building Committee Resolution – The Friends voted on a resolution in support of reconstituting the 

building committee.  

 

Chairperson’s Report 

 

Reconstituting Building Committee – In addition to the recommendation to reconstitute the building 

committee, J. Geetter suggested that the board compile a list of names to recommend as potential 

committee members. The board discussed the possibility of having one member serving on the 

committee, as well as one who attends the meetings. 

 

Preliminary Budget for FY 2019-2020 – R. LaMonaca said that $50,000 for a revised building plan has 

been entered in the capital improvement budget for next fiscal year, and that $24 million has been entered 

for a building in 2022-2023. The board reviewed a copy of the library’s preliminary budget for FY 2019-

2020. The total budget amount for next year’s budget is lower than this year’s due to the removal of the 

furniture line item. Budget presentations will occur in March and April.   

 

Prosser Improvements and Repairs – R. LaMonaca will send the library board a list of improvements 

and repairs that were made to the Prosser building over the last few years. The list will include deferred 

improvements. 

 

Director’s Report  

 

FY 2019-2020 Budget – The preliminary budget is due on Friday, January 11th.  

 

Bloomfield Messenger Article – R. LaMonaca handed out the Bloomfield Messenger article that 

featured former mayor Joan Gamble addressing the need for a new library building. 

 

New Wireless Internet at Prosser – A new wireless internet system is being installed at Prosser. Prosser 

will now be on the same system as the rest of the town, which will increase performance.  

 



In Bloom Newsletter  – R. LaMonaca handed out copies of the library’s latest In Bloom newsletter. 

 

New Shelving – The new teen shelving unit arrived from R.H. Lord. The new DVD shelving unit being 

used temporarily for teen books has been added back to the DVD section. This completes the new 

shelving project.  

 

New Furniture – Two new chairs that accommodate laptop and tablet users have been ordered for 

McMahon Wintonbury, and new slat wall has been ordered for the shelf end caps in the adult department 

at Prosser.  

 

Organizational Study –R. LaMonaca handed out an organizational chart for the library, which is 

required for the town’s new organizational study.  

 

Town Manager Search Consultant – R. LaMonaca met with Randi Frank, the consultant assisting with 

the search for a new town manager. In their meeting, Roberta emphasized the people, place, and platform 

aspects of the library.  

 

Old Business 

 

Resolution to the Council Regarding the Building Committee – There was no vote to adopt language 

for a formal recommendation at this time. This matter was also discussed during the Chairperson’s 

Report.  

 

Board Outreach Plans – R. LaMonaca has reached out to the Chamber of Commerce about the 

possibility of having the library board host one of their afterhours sessions. A response has yet to be 

received, so Roberta will follow-up. The board discussed the idea of creating a presentation or video that 

shows the expansive services that could be delivered in a new facility.  

 

New Business 

 

Renewal of Certificate of Deposit from Windsor Federal – A Prosser Fund CD held at Windsor 

Federal expires on January 10th. R. LaMonaca received two competitive renewal rates from Windsor 

Federal: 14 months at 2.56%, and 24 months at 3.00%. MOTION to renew the CD at Windsor Federal 

for 24 months at 3.00%; seconded and passed.  

 

Public Comments – There were no public comments. 

 

MOTION to accept the minutes of the December 11, 2018 meeting; seconded and approved. 
 

MOTION to adjourn the meeting at 6:06 PM; seconded and approved. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 
Christopher Siloac,  

Technology & Administrative Coordinator 

 


